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O (57) Abstract: A sample processing system (101) that may be automated and methods arc disclosed where a number of sample 
O processing systems (101), such as stainer, may be connected to a number of separate full function computers (181) through a staincr 
^ network (183) that may be isolated from other communication traffic. A network configuration may permit scalability and address- 
^ ability so that additional sample processing systems (lOl), additional separate full function computers (181), and additional otiier 
^ devices such as label printen (200) may be easily added to the system. One or more remote information links (171) may be provided 
1^ so that information transfer on a continuous or perhaps constant basis can be accommodated. 
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